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2025 First Christmas Party at Lancaster House 

The winter weather had been wonderfully gloomy, wet and windy…..so I thought that I would arrange an impromptu first Christmas party for the Southport U3A Russian Language and Culture Group in my home in Birkdale. Note that this is no longer the regular venue for our meetings as I am too busy with my British Council education and language consultancy. The usual gang of Pauline, Maria, (from a Ukranian/Polish family), May, Jean and myself met in a cosy and festive Lancaster House. We were joined again by a regular guest, Irena from Lithuania, who is a neighbour of Pauline`s in Formby. She is such a bonus to our group as she uses her beautiful oral reading of texts to help with our pronunciation; she is also able to correct our grammatical errors. However, more importantly, she is able to give us updates about the effects of the Russo-Ukrainian War on the Baltic States.

Actually, it has to be said that the group has been magnificent in being able not to self-destruct over this war. We have so many differing views of this tragic modern conflict on the borders of the European Union. Our afternoon consisted of a Wendy Cope witty Christmas poem, some prosecco, mulled wine, elderflower fizz, stollen from Dresden and the usual mince pies….all later washed down with tea and coffee. It was a nice idea to be repeated in 2026.

Why not join us?

Chris D
Facilitator
csdevereux@gmail.com    
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